

History

Open Data Kit (ODK) is an open-source suite of tools that helps organizations author, field, and manage mobile data collection solutions. Our goals are to make open-source and standards-based tools which are easy to try, easy to use, easy to modify and easy to scale. To this end, we are proud members of the  OpenRosa Consortium and active participants in the JavaRosa project.

ODK's core developers are researchers at the University of Washington's Department of Computer Science and Engineering department and active members of Change, a multi-disciplinary group at UW exploring how technology can improve the lives of under-served populations around the world.

ODK began as a google.org sponsored sabbatical project under the direction of Gaetano Borriello in April of 2008 at Google's Seattle offices. The initial team included Bill Schilit of Google Research, Adam Lerer of MIT (as a Google intern), and Julie Chin of Google.org. UW CSE graduate students Carl Hartung, Yaw Anokwa, and Waylon Brunette joined the team soon thereafter (as Google interns) and were responsible for the first two deployments of the tools in Uganda and Brazil.

Gaetano, Carl, Yaw and Waylon brought ODK back to UW in September of 2009 and Mitchell Sundt joined the team as a software engineer in 2010. Clarice Larson joined the team as a software engineer in 2013, and Jeff Beorse returned as a software engineer in 2015. Richard Anderson has led ODK since Gaetano passed away in early 2015. Other contributors at UW include Brian DeRenzi, Rohit Chaudhri, Nicola Dell, and numerous undergraduates. See our team page for a full list of participants.

ODK has been funded by a Google Focused Research Award and through donations from users. ODK is supported by a growing community of developers, implementers and users.



Vision

Open Data Kit (ODK) is a free and open-source set of tools which help organizations author, field, and manage mobile data collection solutions. ODK provides an out-of-the-box solution for users to:
1. Build a data collection form or survey (XLSForm is recommended for larger forms);
2. Collect the data on a mobile device and send it to a server; and
3. Aggregate the collected data on a server and extract it in useful formats.

In addition to socio-economic and health surveys with GPS locations and images, ODK is being used to create decision support for clinicians and for building multimedia-rich nature mapping tools. See the list available tools, featured deployments, and implementation companies for more examples of what the ODK community is doing.
We welcome and encourage participation from the user community. ODK is supported by a growing community of developers, implementers and users as well as various companies. Core ODK development is supported by ongoing research at the University of Washington's Department of Computer Science & Engineering and through donationsfrom users.



	Brief Overview of ODK (from user’s point of view)
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	Brief Overview of ODK (from software developer’s point of view)
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Team 

Here are countless folks who made ODK what it is. Below are the people who have gone above and beyond.

Core Development Team
Gaetano Borriello (1959-2015), Richard Anderson, Waylon Brunette, Clarice Larson, Mitch Sundt, Jeff Beorse

Core Development Team Alumni
Yaw Anokwa (Nafundi), Nathan Breit, Rohit Chaudhri, Nicola Dell, Carl Hartung (Nafundi), Adam Lerer (D. E. Shaw Research)

Significant Code Contributors
Meletis Margaritis (SurveyCTO), Dylan Price, Sam Sudar, Clint Tseng (Socrata), Hilary Worden

Code Contributors
Ryan Atherton, Jeff Beorse,  Brian DeRenzi, Anton DeWinter (Dimagi), Alex Dorey (Modi Research Group), Neil Hendrick (Harvard Humanitarian Initiative), Harlan Hile (Google), YoonSung Hong, Daniel Kayiwa (OpenMRS), Andrew Marder (Modi Research Group), Sam Mbuga (Mindflow Systems),  Chris Robert (SurveyCTO), Drew Roos (Dimagi), Clayton Sims (Dimagi)

Code Patches, Documentation, Translation, and Other Contributions
Sean Askay (Google), Andrius Balsevicius, Curtis Broderick, Julie Chin (Google), Sunil Garg, Francesc Garre, James Hu, Mark Ivey (Google), Owen Kim, Jessica Leung, Moon Hwan Oh, Will Pitts, Tran Hong Quang(HSPH), Soyong Shin, Euzel Villanueva, Jimmy Zhang

If we forgot to add you, we are very sorry about the oversight. Please email contact@opendatakit.org.


Research

Open Data Kit is a research platform for the Department of Computer Science & Engineering at the University of Washington. We disseminate our work through academic as well as the popular press.

Below you will find a collection of publications about the ODK project.
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Press
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Security and Privacy
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Papers

= Open Data Kit 2.0: Expanding and Refining Information Services for Developing Regions
Waylon Brunette, Mitchell Sundt, Nicola Dell, Rohit Chaudhri, Nathan Breit, Gaetano Borriello
In HotMobile, 2013

« ODK Tables: Building Easily Customizable Information Applications on Android Devices
Waylon Brunette, Samuel Sudar, Nicholas Worden, Dylan Price, Richard Anderson, Gaetano Borriello.
In DEV, 2013

 Open Data Kit Sensors: A Sensor Integration Framework for Android at the Application-Level
Waylon Brunette, Rita Sodt, Rohit Chaudhri, Mayank Goel, Michael Falcone, Jaylen VanOrden,
Gaetano Borriello
In Mobisys, 2012

 Open Data Kit Sensors: Mobile Data Collection with Wired and Wireless Sensors
Rohit Chaudhri, Waylon Brunette, Mayank Goel, Rita Sodt, Jaylen VanOrden, Michael Falcone,
Gaetano Borriello
In DEV, 2012

» Design of a Phone-Based Clinical Decision Support System for Resource-Limited Settings
Yaw Anokwa, Nyoman Ribeka, Tapan Parikh, Gaetano Borriello, Martin C. Were.
In1CTD, 2012

« Evaluation of an Android-based mHealth System for Population Surveillance in Developing Countries
Zeshan A. Rajput, Sam Mbugua, David Amad, Viola Chepngeno, Jason J. Saleem, Yaw Anokwa, Carl
Hartung, Gaetano Borriello, Burke W. Mamtin, Samson K. Ndege, Martin C. Were
In AMIA, 2011

« ODK Tables: Data Organization and Information Services on a Smartphone.
YoonSung Hong, Hilary K. Worden, Gaetano Borriello
In NSDR, 2011
« Using Open Data Kit for EGRA Data Collection
Max Heinritz
» Open Data Kit: Tools to Build Information Services for Developing Regions
Carl Hartung, Yaw Anokwa, Waylon Brunette, Adam Lerer, Clint Tseng, Gaetano Borriello
In1CTD, 2010
» Evaluation of IVR Data Collection Uls for Untrained Rural Users
Adam Lerer, Molly Ward, Saman Amarasinghe
In DEV, 2010
= Open Data Kit: Implications for the Use of Smartphone Software Technology for Questionnaire
Studies in International Development
Frances Jeffrey-Coker, Matt Basinger and Vijay Modi
« Open Source Data Collection in the Developing World
Yaw Anokwa, Carl Hartung, Waylon Brunette, Adam Lerer, Gaetano Borriello
In IEEE Computer, 2009
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» Advancing the New Machine: Mobile Technology (video)
at Human Rights Center UC Berkeley, 2010

« Open Data Kit: Building Information Services for Developing Regions
Yaw Anckwa
In1CTD, 2010

« Open Data Kit: Building Information Services for Low Income Regions
Yaw Anokwa, Carl Hartung.
at Microsoft Research India, 2010
« The ODK Project
Yaw Anckwa
at Africa GIS, 2009
» Open Data Kit: Open Source Mobile Data Collection (video)
Gaetano Borriello
at UW CSE Colloguia 2009
» Open Data Kit (video)
Gaetano Borriello
at Google Faculty Summit 2009

Posters

 Customizing and improving medical workflows using ODK survey
Waylon Brunette, Mitchell Sundt, Amy Ginsburg, Gaetano Borriello
in ACM DEV-4 2013

 Open Data Kit: Building Information Services for Developing Regions
Carl Hartung, Yaw Anokwa, Waylon Brunette, Adam Lerer, Clint Tseng, Gaetano Borriello
n ICTD, 2010
« Use of Open Source Tools to Facilitate Population Surveillance in Western Kenya
Zeshan Rajput, Martin Were, Yaw Anokwa, Sam Mbugua, Burke Mamlin, Paul Biondich, Samson
Ndege
In ICEPH, 2010
« Modular Open-Source Tools for Mobile Data Collection
Gaetano Borriello, Yaw Anokwa, Waylon Brunette, Carl Hartung, Adam Lerer
In mHealth Summit, 2009
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Demos
» Demo: Open Data Kit 2.0 Suite
Waylon Brunette, Sam Sudar, Gaetano Borriello
In Mobisys, 2014
 Open Data Kit
In Ubicomp, 2009
« ANew Generation of Open Source Data Collection Tools
Yaw Anokwa, Carl Hartung, Adam Lerer, Brian DeRenzi, Gaetano Borriello
In1CTD, 2009
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Below is a list of what others have said about Open Data Kit.

 Data delivery: Researchers tap the potential of mobile technologies to gather and interpret
information
Alaska Airlines Magazine, 2012.
« Empowering a clean water project
African Review of Business and Technology, 2011.
« Regenstrief Investigator a Winner of Top 11 in 2011 Innovator Challenge
Indiana University School of Medicine News, 2011.
« Das Signal Im Nichts. Yaw Anokwa Und Das Open Data Kit
Innovation Stuntmen, 2011.
 Android phones help poor farmers in Uganda
PC World, 2011
« Hidden Gems Are Inside UW Computer Science & Engineering. Can They Be Mined?
Xconomy, 2011
 Fun with the Open Data Kit
Bryan McBride, 2011
 Exploring the Ecosystem for Pulse Lab Kampala
UN Global Pulse, 2011
« Children map their community using innovative technology in India
Diana Coulter of UNICEF, 2011
« Mobile technology: Small wonder
Nizar Diamond Ali of Inpaper Magazine, 2011
« WTIA Announces Winners of the 2011 Industry Achievement Awards at Gala Event
Washington Technology Industry Association, 2011
© eMOCHA
Larry Chang of Johns Hopkins School of Medicine, 2011
» Open Data Kid (ODK): Personalizando los resutados
Jorge L. Alonso G., 2011
« Gaining Momentum, WTIA Industry Achievers Are Winners!
Seattle 24¢7, 2011
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Below is an attempt to enumerate known security and privacy considerations of the ODK software.

1. License Terms

The ODK software is released under the Apache 2 License.

All our installers, programs and source code are provided AS-IS with no
warranty or conditions, and without any liability obligations. See the
license text for details.

2. Communication Channels

None of the downloadable ODK software transmits or communicates any
information back to us and the software we have written does not have
any mechanisms that might allow us to access or control your devices or
systems.

There is always the possibility that hackers can discover and exploit
deficiencies or bugs in our software or in 3rd-party libraries to access or

control your devices or systems.

Our user website (opendatakit.org) does not knowingly use cookies, does
not knowingly contain 3rd party ads, and does not collect personally
identifiable information from the general public.

. 3rd-party Software

Our software uses a number of open-source 3rd-party libraries from well-
Kknown and/or reputable sources, and a few from obscure sources. We do
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